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NOTE  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


In  August,  1851,  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  issued  a  call  ad- 
dressed to  the  other  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  requesting 
that  they  should  severally  appoint  three  delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  at 
New  York,  on  the  15th  of  October  following,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  Standards  for  the  guidance  of  the  Special  Examiners  of  Drugs, 
Medicines,  &c.,  at  the  several  chief  Ports  of  Entry.  That  Convention  met 
in  accordance  with  the  call — and  after  attending  to  the  matters  for  which  it 
specially  convened,  passed  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  viz : 

"  Whereas,  The  advancement  of  the  true  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
pharmaceutical  practitioners  in  all  sections  of  our  country  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  earnest  consideration  ;  and  vjliereas,  pharmaceutists,  in  their  in- 
tercourse among  themselves,  with  physicians  and  the  public,  should  be  go- 
verned by  a  Code  of  Ethics  calculated  to  elevate  the  standard  and  improve 
the  practice  of  their  art. ;  and  whereas,  the  means  of  a  regular  pharmaceu- 
tical education  should  be  offered  to  the  rising  pharmaceutists  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  Schools  of  Pharmacy  in  suitable  locations  ;  and  whereas,  it  is 
greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  united  action  of  the  profession  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  much  good  will  result 
from  a  more  extended  intercourse  between  the  pharmaceutists  of  the  several 
sections  of  the  Union,  by  which  their  customs  and  practice  may  be  assimi- 
lated ;  that  pharmaceutists  would  promote  their  individual  interests,  and 
advance  their  professional  standing,  by  forming  associations  for  mutual  pro- 
tection, and  the  education  of  their  assistants  when  such  associations  have 
become  suflSciently  matured  ;  and  that,  in  view  of  these  important  ends,  it 
is  further 

"  Resolved,  That  a  convention  be  called,  consisting  of  three  deleo-ates 
each,  from  incorporated  and  unincorporated  pharmaceutical  societies  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  1852,  when  all  the 
important  questions  bearing  on  the  profession  may  be  considered,  and  mea- 
sures adopted  for  the  organization  of  a  National  Association,  to  meet  every 
year." 

The  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia  in  answer  to  the  above  resolution, 
and  the  following  pages  exhibit  an  account  of  its  proceedings. 

William  Procter,  Jr., 
George  D.  Coggeshall, 
Joseph  Burnett. 

Philadelphia^  Octdher^  1852. 
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Hall  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  ) 
October  6th,  1852,  4  o'docJc,  P.  M.  ) 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  President  of  the  Convention  held 
last  year,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Taylor, 
of  Philadelphia,  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York, 
informed  the  meeting  that  in  a  letter  lately  received  from  Presi- 
dent Guthrie,  dated  at  Louisville,  he  stated  that  circumstances  had 
rendered  his  presence  impossible,  but  that  his  best  wishes  would 
attend  the  Convention  in  its  endeavors  to  elevate  the  profession. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  Mr.  Coggeshall, 
of  New  York,  be  appointed  President  pro  tempore ^  Mr.  Taylor 
acting  as  Secretary. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  the  President  should  appoint  a 
Committee  of  three  to  examine  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  pre- 
sent. Whereupon,  Messrs.  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia,  Colcord,  of 
Boston,  and  Laidley,  of  Richmond,  were  commissioned  to  retire 
on  that  duty,  and  were  also  directed  to  report  a  resolution  in  refer- 
ence to  the  druggists  and  apothecaries  who  were  present  with  the 
desire  of  attending  the  Convention  without  being  delegated. 

This  Committee  reported  that  satisfactory  credentials  of  the 
appointment  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  delegates  had  been 
offered: 

M'om  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy Joseph,  Bur- 
nett, Samuel  M.  Colcord,  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Philbrick. 

From   the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of  New    YorJc 

George  D.  Coggeshall,  L.  S.  Haskell,  John  Meakim. 

Prom  the  Richmond  Pharmaceutical  Society Alexander  Du- 
val, John  Purcell,  Joseph  Laidley. 

From  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. — William  B.  Chap- 
man, Charles  Augustus  Smith,  Edward  S.  Wayne. 

From   the  Philadelphia    College   of  Pharmacy Daniel   B. 

Smith,  Charles  Ellis,  William  Procter,  Jr. 

From  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. — Dr.  David  Stew- 
art, George  W\  Andrews. 

And,  Henry  F.  Fish,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  as  the  represen- 
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tatlve  of  the  apothecaries  and  druggists  of  the  cities  of  Hartford, 
and  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  offered  : 
Resolved,  That  those  gentlemen  whose  interest  in  the  objects  of 
the  Convention  has  induced  them  to  meet  with  us  on  this  occa- 
sion, be  invited  to  take  seats  in  the  Convention  and  fully  partici- 
pate in  its  proceedings. 

Signed,  C.  Ellis,  ) 

S.  M.  CoLcoRD,     >    Committee. 
Jos.  Laidley,        ) 
The  Report,  including  the  resolution,    was  adopted,   and  the 
Committee  continued,  to  act  on  the  claims  of  delegates  or  others 
not  yet  arrived. 

On  motion  the  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  delegates  an- 
swered to  their  names  : 

Daniel  B.  Smith,  Joseph  Laidley, 

Charles  Ellis,  David  Stewart, 

William  Procter,  Jr.  Charles  Augustus  Smith, 

Joseph  Burnett,  George  D.  Coggeshall,  , 

Samuel  M.  Colcord,  Llewellyn  S.  Ilaskell, 

Samuel  R.  Philbrick,  John  Meakim, 

Alexander  Duval,  Henry  S.  Fish. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  invited  to  seats  in  the  Con- 
vention, viz : 

Charles  L.  Bache,  of  San  Francisco,  California. 
Eugene  Dupuy,  of  New  York. 

Edward  Parrish,   )       r  -nu -i    j  i  i  • 
...    .  ^   r^     ,       ^    ot  Philadelphia. 
Alfred  B.  Taylor,  )  ^ 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  one  from  each 
delegation  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  Convention, 
each  delegation  suggesting  its  representative. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Procter,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philbrick,  of 
Boston,  Mr.  Duval,  of  Richmond,  Dr.  Stewart  of  Baltimore,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Meakim,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Fish 
of  Connecticut,  were  chosen. 

The  Committee  retired,  and  after  conferring  together  reported 
the  following  nominations: 

Daniel  B.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  for  President. 

George  W.  Andrews,  of  Baltimore, 

Samuel  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston,  )>  for  Vice  Presidents. 

C.  Augustus  Smith,  of  Cincinnati, 
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George  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  for  Recording  Secretary. 

Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philada.,  for  Corresponding  Secretary. 

All  of  whom  were  duly  elected,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

After  the  officers  had  taken  their  seats,  the  Committee  appointed 
at  the  Convention  held  at  New  York,  October,  1851,  "  to  act  as 
a  Standing  Committee,  to  collect  such  information  as  may  be 
deemed  valuable,  together  with  memorials  and  suggestions  from 
Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  to  be  presented  to  the 
next  Convention,"  made  the  following  Report,  which  was 
read  and  accepted. 

To  the  Convention  of  Pharmaceuiisis  assembled  at  Philadelpliia,   October 

Uh,  1852. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  Convention  held  last 
year  in  New  York,  and  instructed  "to  collect  and  receive  such  information 
as  may  be  valuable,  and  memorials  and  suggestions  from  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Associations,  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Convention," 
respectfully  report :  That  in  the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  their 
appointment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
communications  having  been  duly  announced,  they  have  received  no  con- 
tributions towards  the  end  or  object  of  their  appointment,  except  those 
relating  to  the  inspection  of  drugs.  They  have,  however,  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  the  duty  reposed  in  them,  and  now  offer  the  following  suggestions 
as  tending  to  aid  the  business  of  the  Convention,  in  so  far  as  they  exhibit 
some  of  the  more  prominent  subjects  worthy  of  its  serious  deliberation  and 
action. 

Istr  The  number  of  Pharmaceutists,  constituting  the  professional  body 
in  the  United  States,  is  large,  comprehends  all  grades  of  qualification,  and 
extends  to  every  city  and  town  in  the  country.  The  professed  object  of  the 
present  Convention  being  to  adopt  measures  calculated  to  benefit  this  large 
body  of  citizens,  in  a  professional  point  of  view,  by  showing  that  there 
exist  many  grounds  of  sympathy  between  them,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
sent want  of  united  action  ;  we  believe  that  the  institution  of  a  National 
Association,  whose  members  may  come  from  all  sections  of  the  body,  is 
calculated  to  enlist  this  feeling  of  brotherhood,  and  direct  its  power,  as  a 
reforming  force,  towards  the  elevation  of  the  average  standard  of  qualifi- 
cation now  existing.  In  view  of  this,  it  is  suggested  tohetJier  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  by  this  Convention,  resolving  itself  into  a  National  Associa- 
tion, should  not  properly  engage  its  attention  at  its  commencement,  so  that 
the  important  details  of  forming  a  Constitution,  explaining  the  nature  of  its 
organization,  &c.  &c.,  might  receive  the  deliberate  consideration  they  merit, 
before  being  adopted. 

As  the  basis  upon  which  the  Association  will  rest,  will  be  the  decision 
as  to  what  shall  constitute  a  member,  we  believe  its  ultimate  usefulness 
will  very  much  depend  on  the  character  of  this  decision,  and  we  cannot 
refrain  from  presenting  some  reflections  on  the  subject. 
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The  inefficiency  or  inadequacy  of  the  present  basis,  viz :  Delegates  from 
incorporated  and  unincorporated  Societies  is  here  demonstrated  by  the 
small  number  who  have  been  appointed  in  answer  to  the  call;  at  least,  this 
must  be  true  so  long  as  the  process  of  local  organization  is  so  dilatory. 
The  aim  should  be  to  enlist  as  much  as  possible  of  the  talent  now  engaged 
in  the  pharmaceutical  ranks. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  membership  in  the  proposed  Association  should 
be  of  a  representative  character,  to  as  full  an  extent  as  practicable.  Col- 
leges and  Societies  of  Pharmacy  should,  of  course,  send  delegates.  Then 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  Apothecaries  in  cities  and  towns  where 
no  Society  exists,  whereby  they  may  send  representatives,  to  the  extent  of 
one  for  every  ten  Apothecaries  in  such  places ;  each  representative  to  bring 
with  him  a  certificate  from  his  constituents.  Finally,  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  isolated  individuals,  who  may  not  have  neighbors  sufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  act  as  representatives,  but  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  Asso- 
ciation ;  power  should  be  given  to  the  committee  on  credentials,  under  cer- 
tain restriction?. 

The  formation  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  preparation  of  a' Code  of 
Ethics  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of  the  profession,  sufficiently 
stringent  to  elevate  the  members  above  many  things  now  too  prevalent, 
and  yet  not  so  binding  as  to  exclude  a  large  number  who,  though  well  dis- 
posed, are  unable  to  free  themselves  from  participation  in  acts  contrary  to 
the  highest  standard,  without  a  sacrifice  greater  than  could  be  expected  of 
them  ;  should  engage  the  wisest  action  of  the  Convention,  to  render  them 
practicable  in  their  working. 

2d.  The  subject  o{ Pha7^macetUical  Educaiionis,  in  the  opinion  ofthisCom- 
mittee,  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  deserving  of  the  consideration 
of  the  Convention,  in  several  points  of  view.  Indeed,  the  primary  object  of 
the  Convention  being  called,  was  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the 
standard  of  practice  throughout  the  country,  and  this  cannot  be  effected 
without  extending  the  present  means  of  education,  either  by  schools,  or  by 
an  increase  of  facilities  offered  by  proprietors  to  their  apprentices  and 
assistants.  In  too  many  instances  the  proprietors  are  illy  fitted  to  extend 
the  tuition  that  of  right  belongs  to  those  whom  they  have  engaged  to  teach 
the  business  of  a  Pharmaceutist,  As  schools  of  Pharmacy  are  of  gradual 
growth,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  except  in  large  cities,  the  Conven- 
tion would  do  well  to  consider  what  subsidiary  means  may  be  enlisted  to 
reach  those  of  our  brethren  who  reside  in  small  towns.  One  of  the  first  of 
these  collateral  aids  will  be  found  in  local  organizations,  embracing  the 
proprietors  in  such  towns  where,  by  a  union  of  their  exertions  and  contri- 
butions, they  may  encourage  pharmaceutical  literature  by  forming 
libraries,  and  uphold  among  themselves  correct  practice,  the  employment 
only  of  good  drugs,  and  the  receipt  of  fair  prices. 

In  France,  where  but  three  Pharmaceutical  Schools  exist,  there  are  such 
Societies  in  all  the  larger  towns,  which  have  halls  and  libraries,  where 
their  young  men  and  apprentices  have  opportunities  for  gaining  knowledge, 
and  laboratories,  wherein  they  occasionally  perform  operations  not  easily 
executed  with  the   utensils    and  instruments  usually  found  in   shop  la- 
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boratories.  If  such  associations  can  be  formed  by  the  proprietors,  they 
will  soon  influence  the  apprentices,  and  thus  effect  the  object  aimed  at  to 
a  great  extent. 

The  superior  advantages  of  tuition  in  well  conducted  Schools  of  Phar- 
macy will  not  be  doubted,  especially  when  it  is  preceded  by  several  years 
shop  practice.  Access  to  these,  by  young  men  at  a  distance,  can  alwaysbe 
had  where  their  circumstances  enable  them  to  attend,  and  thus  finish  their 
pharmaceutical  education.  The  perfection  of  a  School  of  Pharmacy  is 
attained  by  attaching  to  it  a  practical  laboratory,  wherein  the  advanced 
pupils  can  have  an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  the  more  difficult 
manipulations  of  Pbarmaceutical  Chemistry,  and  of  extemporaneous  Phar- 
macy. As  yet,  neither  of  the  Schools  in  this  country  have  this  addition, 
which  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  expense  of  conducting  them,  renders 
their  support  by  the  fees  of  the  pupils  almost  impossible.  We  think  the 
voice  of  the  Convention  should  be  raised  to  encourage  the  formation  of  such 
schools,  and  also  to  advocate  the  practice  of  preparing  chemicals  in  the 
shop  laboratory. 

3d.  The  apprenticeship  system  which  obtains  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  subject  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Convention.  The 
conditions  conducing  to  mutual  advantage  between  the  employer  and  the 
employed,  are  not  sufficiently  attended  to  in  general.  Proprietors  often 
do  not  consider  the  fitness  of  applicants,  both  as  regards  natural  endow- 
ments and  preliminary  education,  with  that  care  and  attention  that  a  due 
regard  to  such  applicants  demands,  and  consequently  a  large  number  of 
inefficient  apothecaries  are  entailed  on  the  country — inefficient  from  lack 
of  talent,  or  from  disgust  at  a  business  for  which  they  have  no  inclination. 
More  attention  to  the  claims  of  apprentices,  on  the  Uadiing  of  their 
employers,  should  be  advocated  by  the  Convention  as  due  to  the  former,  as 
advantagous  to  the  latter,  and  eventually  to  i\\Q  profession. 

4th.  The  Committee  believe  that  the  subject  oi  secret  medicines,  or  quack- 
ery, as  applied  to  Pharmacy,  together  with  the  course  usually  followed  by 
quacks,  in  bringing  their  nostrums  into  notice,  is  becoming  yearly  more 
fraught  with  ill  consequences,  both  to  the  consumers  and  the  apothecaries, 
and  merits  the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  as  to  whether  the  reference 
of  the  subject  to  a  Committee  to  investigate,  would  not  result  in  some 
advantage. 

5th.  The  subject  of  the  inspection  of  imported  drugs,  as  regards  the  actual 
working  of  the  law,  is  of  deep  interest  to  us  all.  The  possibility  of  bring- 
ing the  influence  of  this  Convention  to  bear  in  regard  to  the  continuance  in 
office  of  able  men,  solely  on  the  ground  of  fitness,  is  worth  consideration. 
The  usefulness  of  this  law  rests  absolutely  on  the  ability  and  consciencious- 
ness  of  the  Inspector,  and  if  incumbents  perfectly  satisfactory  to  those  con- 
cerned are  removed,  on  political  grounds,  and  replaced  by  inexperienced 
and  unqualified  persons,  it  is  apparent  that  the  good  results  of  the  law  will 
cease. 

Whatever  may  be  the  efficiency  of  the  law  against  the  importation  of 
inferior  drugs,  it  will  not  reach  those  at  home,  who  are  disposed  to  resort  to 
adulteration  as  a  means  of  increasing  their  profits.     The  power  of  the 
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general  government  ceases  with  the  Custom  House.  It  will  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  reach  this  evil  effectually,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  by  legis- 
lation, to  induce  our  State  Legislatures  and  municipal  authorities  to 
authorize  some  form  of  inspection  by  which  the  delinquents  can  be 
reached ;  not  the  drug  adulterator  merely,  but  the  medicine  adultera- 
tor— the  apothecary  who  scruples  not  to  reduce  the  strength  of  standard 
medicines,  that  he  may  reduce  his  prices.  Whatever  may  be  the  proper 
course  of  this  Convention,  we  believe  that  eventually  the  National  Associ- 
ation should  urge,  with  all  the  force  of  its  influence,  the  enactment  of 
State  laws  tending  to  the  reformation  of  these  evils. 

6th.  The  general  adoption  of  our  National  Pharmacopoiia  as  a  guide  in  the 
preparation  of  officinal  medicines,  is  much  to  be  desired.  We  believe  that 
this  Convention  should  encourage  its  adoption,  and  should  request  the  pub- 
lishers of  that  work  to  issue  a  small  sized  cheap  edition,  so  that  every  apothe- 
cary and  physician  shall  have  a  copy.  We  also  believe  that  a  fruitful  source 
of  variation  in  the  preparations  of  the  shops,  is  the  existence  of  a  number 
of  formulae  for  the  same  preparation,  as  found  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeias, parallel  with  that  of  our  own  code,  in  the  Commentaries  in  gene- 
ral use. 

7th.  The  indiscriminate  sale  of 'poisons  by  druggists  and  apothecaries,  is  a 
serious  evil  in  the  United  States,  as  at  present  conducted.  Any  views 
which  may  originate  in  the  Convention,  tending  to  abate  this  evil,  would 
no  doubt  have  some  influence,  if  circulated  by  its  authority. 

8th.  The  separation  of  Pharmacy  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  has  long 
been  effected  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  by  the  direct  interference  of  the  Go- 
vernment, each  profession  being  in  the  hands  of  a  distinct  class  of  men.  Inhe- 
riting, as  we  do,  our  Medical  Institutions  from  Great  Britain,  the  confusion  of 
interests  which  has  long  prevailed  there,  has  in  some  measure  descended 
to  us ;  and  many  instances  of  medical  practitioners  conducting  apothe- 
cary shops,  like  the  so-called  apothecaries  of  England,  exist  among  us.  The 
increase  of  this  class,  in  some  localities,  has  been  marked  of  late  years — a 
fact  attributable  to  the  undue  multiplication  of  graduates  in  medicine, 
who,  finding  the  ranks  of  their  profession  so  full  as  to  render  prospect  of 
immediate  success  doubtful,  turn  their  attention  towards  Pharmacy,  as  a 
subsidiary  means  of  support.  As  these  mongrel  apothecaries  too  frequently 
use  their  shops  merely  as  stepping  stones  to  business,  they  tend  directly  to 
depreciate  the  standard  of  practice  on  the  one  hand,  and  tempt  young 
apothecaries,  who  are  struggling  against  the  difficulties  of  an  already  exces- 
sive competition,  to  turn  their  attention  to  medical  practice,  with  or  without 
a  diploma,  as  may  suit  their  circumstances  or  fancy,  on  the  other  ;  and 
thus  complicate  the  confusion.  As  Pharmacy  never  will  advance  as  ifc 
should,  whilst  this  amalgamation  exists  in  cities  and  towns  to  any  large 
extent,  we  earnestly  recommend  to  this  Convention  that  a  voice  may  go 
forth  at  its  present  session  calling  attention  to  this  growing  evil. 

9th.  Believing  that  if  the  Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  are  true  to 
themselves,  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  of  which  the  present  may 
be  considered  the  beginning,  will  annually  increase  in  interest  and 
importance,    we   would    suggest,    what    must   have    occurred    to  many 
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present,  that  they  should  be  partially  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  Phar- 
macy, as  well  as  to  the  sciences  upon  which  it  is  based,  by  inviting  contri- 
butions of  original  papers,  and  by  committing  subjects  requiring  investiga- 
tion to  suitable  committees,  who  should  report  the  results  of  their  researches 
at  the  ensuing  annual  meeting,  when,  if  they  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Association,  it  might  direct  their  publication.  Participation  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  such  a  gathering  of  their  brethren,  would  prove  a  powerful  incentive  to 
many  pharmaceutists,  whose  tastes  lead  them  into  scientific  paths,  to  culti- 
vate their  talents  by  the  pursuit  of  investigations  fraught  with  usefulness 
to  their  profession  at  home,  and  with  honor  to  it  abroad. 

And  lastly,  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  action  of  the  Convention  in 
relation  to  the  subjects  brought  forward  in  this  report,  we  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  full  digest  of  its  proceedings  be  directed  to  be  published 
and  largely  circulated  among  the  pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  as 
calculated  to  do  much  good. 

Signed,  "William  Procter,  Jr.  "^ 

Samuel  M.  Colcori),      V  Committee. 

Geo.  D.  Coggeshall.      J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coggeshall,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a  Busi- 
ness Committee  to  consider  the  report  just  read,  and  to  propose 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  and  report  to  the  next  sitting. 

The  President  appointed  William  Procter,  Jr.,  Joseph  Burnett, 
Alexander  Duval,  Dr.  David  Stewart,  Charles  A.  Smith,  and  L, 
S.  Haskell. 

On   motion  of  Mr.    Burnett,  Henry  F.  Fish,  and  George  D. 
Coggeshall  were  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  when  the 
Convention  adjourns,  it  shall  adjourn  to  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  all  pharma- 
ceutists who  feel  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion be  invited  to  attend  its  deliberations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coggeshall  it  was  resolved,  that  an  invitation 
be  tendered  to  Professors  George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Franklin 
Bache,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  and  to  the  Professors  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
this  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

Second  Sitting^  Oct.  7th,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
President  in  the  Chair. 

The  roll  was  called  and  most  of  the  delegates  appeared  in  their 
seats. 
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The  minutes  of  the  last  sitting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  a  draft  of  a  Constitution  in 
which  they  were  united,  except  on  the  proposed  second  section,  of 
which  two  drafts  were  presented,  upon  which  the  Committe  were 
nearly  equally  divided,  which  was  read.  The  Committee  also  re- 
ported the  draft  of  a  proposed  Code  of  Ethics,  which  was  read  at 
this  time  as  connected  with  the  consideration  of  one  of  the 
drafts  of  the  second  section  of  the  proposed  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  here  reported  in  favor  of  J.  B. 
H.  Campbell,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Charles  A.  Heinitsh, 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  having  seats  in  the  Convention, 
which  was  on  motion  adopted,  and  the  gentlemen  introduced. 

Professor  Bridges  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  in- 
vited by  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  was  also  introduced. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Constitution  by 
sections,  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  preamble,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Colcord,  until  after  the  consideration  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

The  first  section,  relative  to  the  name  of  the  association,  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  two  drafts  of  the  second  section  were  then  read  as  follows  : 

(1st  draft)  "  Section  II.  The  members  of  this  association  shall 
consist,  firstly,  of  delegates  from  regularly  organized  Colleges,  and 
Societies  of  Pharmacy  within  the  United  States  ;  secondly,  of  del- 
egates from  the  apothecaries  and  druggists  of  cities  and  towns 
where  no  organization  exists,  each  of  such  delegates  representing, 
and  presenting  credentials  signed  by  ten  constituents;  and  thirdly, 
of  isolated  pharmaceutists,  residing  in  places  where  the  number 
of  apothecaries  is  too  small  to  send  a  representative  by  right,  who 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and  partici- 
pate in  its  transactions,  provided  they  are  introduced  at  the  meet- 
ings by  the  Committee  on  credentials." 

(2d  draft)  "Section  II.  All  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  who 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years,  whose  character  morally 
and  professionally  is  fair,  and  who,  after  duly  considering  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  Constitution  and  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Associa- 
tion, are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them,  shall  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bership. 

"The  members  shall  consist  of  Delegates  from  Colleges  of  Phar- 
macy and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  who  shall  present  properly 
authorized  credentials;  and  of  other  reputable  pharmaceutists  feel- 
ing an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association  who  may  not  be 
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SO  delegated,  the  latter  being  required  to  present  a  certificate 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  delegates  from  the  places  whence  they 
came.  If  no  such  delegates  are  present  at  the  meeting,  they 
may,  on  obtaining  the  certificates  of  any  three  members  of  the 
Association,  be  admitted." 

An  animated  debate  ensued  on  the  above  drafts  of  the  second 
section  ;  one  part  of  the  members  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
members  of  the  proposed  association  should  come  from  organized 
societi.es  as  far  as  practicable,  and  that  a  representative  basis 
should  be  aimed  at,  even  for  places  where  no  organization  exists, 
by  requiring  every  member  from  such  places  to  bring  credentials 
from  the  practicing  apothecaries.  This  would  enable  every  sec- 
tion of  the  profession  desiring  to  do  so,  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
National  Association,  and  by  bringing  them  together  w^ould  prac- 
tically suggest  the  idea  of  organizing  themselves  into  permanent 
local  societies.  They  argued  that  any  instances  of  isolated  phar- 
maceutists desiring  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  from  interest  in 
their  objects,  would  be  met  by  the  latter  clause,  by  which  such  gen- 
tlemen could  gain  admittance  by  courtesy  through  the  Credential 
Committee.  They  further  argued,  that  if  the  door  was  thrown 
open  as  widely  as  suggested  in  the  second  draft,  the  action  of  the 
association  could  be  influenced  by  the  ingress  of  members  from 
large  cities,  who  might  be  wholly  disconnected  with  the  Societies 
in  those  cities  and  inimical  to  them.  They  thought  that  by  ad- 
hering to  the  representative  basis.  Societies  in  cities,  by  extend- 
ing their  connections  through  small  towns  by  means  of  associate 
members  would  be  enabled  to  extend  their  usefulness,  and  by  au- 
thorizing said  associates,  as  delegates,  a  larger  surface  of  the  pro- 
fession could  be  represented ;  besides,  by  thus  giving  the  right  of 
membership  to  the  members  of  organized  bodies,  it  would  be  an 
inducement  for  apothecaries  to  form  associations. 

The  other  part  of  the  members  advocated  the  second  draft,  or 
something  equivalent.  They  believed,  in  the  present  condition  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  that  a  liberal  basis  should  be 
adopted.  Their  faith  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  mass  of  the 
apothecaries  and  druggists  was  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  throw 
open  the  doors  and  let  all  enter  who  could  bring  certificates  of 
their  good  standing  at  home,  and  who  were  willing  to  sign  the 
Constitution  and  Code  of  Ethics,  after  having  carefully  considered 
them.  They  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  second  section  of  the 
first  draft  would  cut  off  all  the  apothecaries  from  cities  where  col- 


14  ■  NATIONAL    PHARMACEUTICAL   CONVENTION. 

leges  or  societies  exist,  except  the  few  delep^ates  appointed  by 
the  societies,  many  of  whom  would  naturally  desire  to  participate. 
They  viewed  the  delegations  from  colleges  as  present  in  a  two  fold 
capacity,  1st,  as  representatives  of  the  interests  of  their  institu- 
tions in  any  movements  of  the  National  Association  affecting 
them;  and  2d,  as  members  of  that  Association  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, looking  to  the  general  interests  of  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
fession. They  therefore  considered  that  the  association  should  be  in- 
dependent of  all  local  bodies  at  the  same  time  that  the  latter 
through  their  delegates,  could  act  in  and  with  the  association  if 
they  desired.  They  believed  if  the  liberal  view  was  adopted,  that 
even  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  opinion,  would  find  that  too  few 
instead  of  too  many  would  avail  themselves  of  the  opening. 

The  second  draft,  after  being  amended  by  the  addition  to  its 
final  paragraph  of  the  words  "  provided  they  are  introduced  by 
the  Committee  on  Credentials,"  was  finally  adopted. 

The  first  section  declaring  that  the  proposed  National  Society 
should  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association," 
was  then  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  other  sections  of  the  Constitution,  as  far  as  reported,  in  re- 
ference to  the  officers,  and  the  meetings,  &c.,  were  then  consi- 
dered in  order,  and  after  some  verbal  alterations,  adopted. — {See 
JippendiXj  A.) 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Code  of  Ethics 
article  by  article,  which  was  adopted  without  amendment,  and 
laid  on  the  table  to  await  the  final  action  on  the  preamble  and 
constitution. — {See  Appendix,  B.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  the  Convention  adjourned  to  four 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Third  Sitting,  October  7t7i,  4  o'clocJc,  P.  31. 

President  in  the  Chair. 

On  the  roll  being  called  the  delegates  generally  were  present, 
and  subsequently  Prof.  Carson,  invited  by  the  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, was  introduced. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  sitting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that  the  Business  Com- 
mittee not  being  ready  to  report,  it  was  understood  that  Dr.  Stew- 
art, Examiner  of  Drugs,  &c.,  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  had  some 
statements  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  drug  law  at 
that  port,  and  the  Convention  assenting,  requested  him  to  proceed. 
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Dr.  Stewart  stated  that  as  there  had  been  some  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  Drug  Examiners  as  to  the  intention  of  the  law 
in  certain  cases,  he  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  regard- 
ing the  inferior  class  of  Cinchona  barks  that  come  from  Mara- 
caibo,  Carthagena,  &c.,  and  other  articles  about  which  there  is 
difference  of  opinion  among  druggists.  In  illustration  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  subject,  he  remarked  that  one  invoice  of  bark,  that 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  was  not  esteemed,  and  which  came 
invoiced  at  10  cents  per  pound,  had  yielded  on  analysis  two  and  a 
half  per  cent  of  cinchonia,  w^hilst  Loxa  bark,  invoiced  at  30  cents 
per  pound,  had  afforded  but  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent.  He  con- 
sidered the  admission  of  the  barks  in  question  as  quite  different 
from  deteriorated  or  adulterated  drugs,  in  as  much  as  they  possessed 
a  range  of  power  which,  though  inferior  to  the  best  Peruvian 
barks,  was  yet  useful,  and  capable  of  application  in  medicine.  He 
therefore  offered  the  following  resolution. 

*^  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  all 
varieties  of  drugs,  that  are  good  of  their  kind,  should  be  admit- 
ted by  the  special  examiners  of  drugs  and  medicines." 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Coggeshall 
informed  the  Convention  that  Dr.  Bailey,  the  Special  Examiner 
of  drugs  for  the  port  of  New  York,  had  furnished,  at  his  request, 
a  report  on  the  character  of  imported  drugs  coming  under  his  su- 
pervision, and  on  the  general  working  of  the  law,  which,  by  re- 
quest, was  read. — (^See  Appendix,  C.) 

A  similar  report  from  Mr.  Edward  Hamilton,  late  Drug  Exam- 
iner at  the  port  of  Boston,  communicated  to  Mr.  S.  M.  Colcord, 
at  his  request,  with  a  view  to  its  being  presented  to  this  Conven- 
tion, was  also  read. — {See  Jippendix,  D.) 

Dr.  Stewart  then  opened  the  debate  on  the  subject,  arguing 
that  drugs,  of  whatever  virtue  or  variety,  so  that  they  are  good  of 
their  kind,  should  be  admitted. 

In  reference  to  Barks  he  could  say,  that  perhaps  a  larger  amount 
©f  the  varieties  of  that  drug  came  into  the  port  of  Baltimore  than 
any  other.  .That  the  merchants  in  that  trade  were  so  desirous  of 
getting  the  best  kinds,  that  it  was  quite  usual  for  them  to  import 
specimens  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  have  them  examined  before 
ordering  their  invoices,  in  order  to  see  if  they  would  pass  the 
Custom  House  inspector.  That  he  had,  (as  Examiner  at  that  port) 
chemically  examined  a  large  number  of  samples  of  the  barks  both 
Peruvian  and  Carthagena,  and  that  the  latter  had  invariably  con- 
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tained  more  or  less  of  the  alkaloids,  and  were  generally  of  good 
quality  of  their  kind. 

He  therefore  considered  the  fact  that  a  drug  is  or  may  be 
used  as  an  adulteration  for  other  drugs,  should  not  exclude  it,  if  it 
is  used  to  any  extent  on  its  own  merits.  In  illustration,  Dr.  Stew- 
art remarked  that  the  Examiner  might  go  on  a  vessel  and  observe, 
side  by  side,  two  casks  of  oil,  consigned  to  the  same  individual, 
one  invoiced  '^  cod-liver  oil,"  and  the  other  "  sperm  oil."  On 
examination  he  finds  that  they  are  w^hat  they  purport  to  be  ;  the 
suspicion  would  arise  very  naturally  that  the  latter  was  to  be  used 
for  adulterating  the  former,  yet  should  sperm  oil  be  excluded  be- 
cause certain  parties  use  it  as  an  adulteration  ?  He  thought  not, 
and  on  the  same  grounds  he  considered  that  the  inferior  varieties 
of  barks  and  of  rhubarb  should  be  admitted,  although  some  per- 
sons may  use  them  for  adulteration. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  Professor  Carson,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject 
before  it.  He  coincided  generally  with  the  views  of  Dr.  Stewart, 
as  regarded  the  value  of  the  barks  in  question.  He  expressed  the 
opinion  that  numerous  varieties  of  the  so  called  Carthagena  and 
Maracaibo  barks  possessed  decided  medicinal  virtue,  that  several 
kinds  of  European  Rhubarb  were  of  much  value  in  medicine, 
especially  in  times  when  the  officinal  varieties  are  scarce,  and 
that  these  drugs  should  all  be  admitted  when  not  deteriorated  or 
adulterated. 

Mr.  Haskell,  of  New  York,  advocated  the  same  views,  more  es- 
pecially as  related  to  English  rhubarb,  bringing  forward  the  tes- 
timony of  Dr.  Pereira,  to  the  effect  that  some  specimens  of  Ban- 
bury rhubarb  were  almost,  if  not  fully,  equal  to  the  Chinese  drug, 
and  even  of  rather  higher  price.  He  also  stated  that  a  large  de- 
mand existed  in  this  country  for  yellow  Carthagena  barks.  That 
the  House  of  which  he  was  a  member,  sold  large  quantities  in 
powder,  and  that  the  parties  purchasing  it,  did  so,  knowing  its 
origin.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  use  to  which  it  was  put,  but 
presumed  that  it  was  employed  legitimately. 

Mr.  Fish,  of  Connecticut,  stated  that  through  the  part  of  New 
England  that  he  represented,  considerable  quantities  of  the  barks 
in  question  were  used  legitimately  as  a  tonic ;  and  that  no  instance 
of  their  being  used  as  an  adulteration  of  the  Peruvian  barks  had 
come  to  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  Coggeshall,  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  called  the 
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attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  item  in  Dr.  Bailey's  report, 
showing  that  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  these  barks  had 
been  rejected  at  the  port  of  New  York  in  about  two  years  and  a 
half.  He  argued  that  this  bark  was  not  consunned  there — that  it 
was  not  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  alkaloids — that  the  alle- 
gation that  it  was  used  for  making  tooth  powders  would  hardly 
account  for  the  great  consumption  of  it,  and  the  question  naturally 
arose,  for  what  purpose  was  it  imported  ?  Mr.  Coggeshall  be- 
lieved that  it  was  used  extensively  to  grind  with  the  Peruvian 
barks  as  an  adulteration,  to  make  an  inferior  extract,  which  could 
be  done  cheaply  and  profitably,  and  which  was  largely  sold  as  an 
officinal  preparation — that  many  of  the  persons  who  came  to  our 
cities  to  buy  drugs,  were  not  able  to  judge  of  their  purity,  and 
bought  them  without  asking  any  questions,  save  as  regarded 
price, — and  so  convinced  was  he  of  the  application  of  these  false 
barks  to  these  false  purposes,  that  as  a  protective  measure,  in  his 
opinion,  they  should  be  excluded.  And  also  in  regard  to  English 
and  other  European  rhubarb,  that  the  argument  of  Professor 
Carson  would  not  hold  good,  while  the  markets  were  so  well 
supplied  with  the  Russian  and  Chinese  varieties,  to  which  the 
Banbury,  regarded  as  the  best  of  the  European,  was  so  very  infe- 
rior. Entirely  independent  of  this  argument,  how^ever,  Mr.  Cog- 
geshall considered  that  European  rhubarb  should  be  excluded,  be- 
cause of  its  peculiar  adaptation  and  general  use  as  an  adulteration, 
owing  to  its  fine  color,  which  enables  the  adulterator  to  improve 
the  appearance  of  the  inferior  Chinese  variety,  and  to  mix  it  with 
the  Russian  article  in  powder  w-ithoul  depreciating  its  appearance, 
or  as  it  is  done  to  a  great  extent,  substituted  entirely  for  the  true 
article. 

Mr.  Colcord,  of  Boston,  advocated  the  latter  view,  and  hoped 
that  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 

Other  members  of  the  Convention  joined  in  the  debate,  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Stevvart, 
and  it  was  lost. 

As  the  importance  of  the  subject  introduced  by  Dr.  Stewart  was 
fully  appreciated  by  the  Convention,  at  the  same  time  that  no  di- 
rect course  of  action  seemed  proper  for  it  to  pursue,  the  following 
resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  that  the  whole  subject  of  the  inspection  of  drugs 
shall  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  confer 
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with  the  Examiners,  and  endeavor  to  arrive  at  some  practicable 
means  of  fixing  standards  for  imported  drugs." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Meakira,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Burnett, of  Bos- 
ton, were  appointed  by  the  President  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  Dr.  Stewart  of  Baltimore  was  added 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Business  Committee  having  signified  their  readiness  to  make 
a  further  report,  the  following  resolutions  pertaining  to  the  subject 
just  under  consideration  were  read. 

"  Resolved,  That  intheopinion  of  this  Convention  the  law  against 
the  importation  of  adulterated  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicinal 
preparations,  has  already  effected  much  good  by  excluding  large 
quantities  of  inferior  drugs  from  the  market. 

'  "  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  usefulness  of  this  law  will  be 
proportioned  to  the  ability,  and  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  of 
the  examiners,  that  this  Convention  shall  respectfully  and  urgently 
represent  to  the  appointing  power,  the  cardinal  importance  of  pre- 
venting the  removal  of  qualified  Examiners  on  mere  political 
grounds. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  sale  of  poisons,  which  was  read. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  poisons 
as  now  conducted  by  apothecaries,  druggists,  and  others,  as  regards 
the  practicability  of  effecting  some  useful  reform  in  the  present 
state  of  the  traffic,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  members  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting." 

After  some  discussion,  as  to  what  constituted  a  poison  in  the 
meaning  of  the  resolution,  it  was  adopted,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  President  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
Mr.  Procter  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philbrick  of  Boston,  Mr.  Duval 
of  Richmond  and  Mr.  Coggeshall  of  New  York. 

The  following  additions  to  the  Constitution  were  then  brought 
forward  by  the  Business  Committee  and  acted  on  separately. 

To  Section  2d.  "  All  persons  who  become  membeis  of  this  as- 
sociation shall  be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may  be 
expelled  for  improper  conduct  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  any  annual  meeting. 

"  Every  member  in  attendance  at  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  pay 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  sura  of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly 
contribution. 
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"  Section  V.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
vote  of  three  fourths  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meet- 
ing, and  notice  to  alter  or  amend  the  same  shall  be  given  at  least 
one  sitting  before  a  vote  thereupon." 

They  were  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

The  following  resolution  was  brought  forward  by  the  Business 
Committee  and  read. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  whole  subject  of  secret  or  quack  medi- 
cines, and  report  at  the  next  annua]  meeting  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations, whether  any  course  can  be  suggested  by  which  the 
Association  may  act  efficiently  in  abating  this  great  evil." 

After  some  discussion  in  which  the  difficulties  that  opposed  all 
efforts  in  reference  to  this  subject  were  stated,  the  question  w^as 
taken  and  carried ;  and  the  President  appointed  Charles  A.  Smith 
of  Cincinnati,  and  Henry  F.  Fish  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut; 
when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  the  President  of  the  Convention 
was  unanimously  requested  to  act  as  Chairman. 

The  following  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Convention, 
brought  forward  by  the  Business  Committee,  was  then  read  and 
adopted. 

"  The  subject  of  pharmaceutical  education  being  considered  of 
paramount  importance  by  this  Convention,  and  having  been  de- 
liberated upon  by  its  Committee,  the  follow^ing  resolutions  have 
been  adopted,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Convention  in  reference 
to  this  important  subject. 

It  is  resolved, 

1st,  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommends  to  the  practising 
apothecaries  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States,  in  places  where 
they  are  sufficiently  numerous,  that  they  should  organize  themselves 
into  societies,  for  mutual  improvement  as  pharmaceutists,  for  the 
encouragement  of  Pharmaceutical  literature  by  the  formation  of 
libraries,  and  for  the  adoption  of  rules  of  conduct  calculated  to  ele- 
vate the  character  of  the  profession  among  them. 

2.  That  as  schools  of  Pharmacy  are  the  most  effectual  aids  to  the 
student,  this  Convention  respectfully  recommends  to  Pharmaceut- 
ists in  all  cities  where  they  are  numerous,  to  take  measures  for  the 
establishment  of  such  institutions,  as  powerful  means  of  improv- 
ing the  education  of  their  assistants  and  apprentices,  and  thus  bene- 
fitting themselves  and  the  public. 

3.  That  this  Convention  also  recommends  that  more   attention 
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should  be  given  by  proprietors  to  the  claims  of  their  apprentices  or 
assistants,  who  are  in  course  of  study,  as  regards  the  facilities  for 
learning,  and  the  tuition  which  of  right  should  proceed  from  them, 
[the  proprietors]  in  the  absence  of  schools  of  Pharmacy ;  especially 
In  the  provision  of  the  best  books  of  reference  on  the  several  sub- 
jects that  claim  the  attention  of  students  of  pharmacy. 

4.  And,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  it  is  desirable 
that  apothecaries  should  be  more  generally  careful,  in  taking  pupils 
or  apprentices,  in  reference  to  their  fitness,  as  regards  natural  en- 
dowments and  preliminary  education,  believing  that  many  persons 
who  are  now  engaged  in  Pharmacy  and  unfitted  for  its  duties,  might 
thus  have  been  prevented  from  misapplying  their  time,  and  abilities, 
in  a  profession  for  which  they  are  not  calculated." 

The  preamble  of  the  Constitution  was  then  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee. 

Messrs.  Bache  and  Taylor  were  appointed  tellers,  who  reported 
that  Alfred  B.  Taylor  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  William  Procter, 
Jr.  George  D.  Coggeshall  and  Joseph  Burnett  as  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Boston,  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy  to  express  the 
desire  of  that  body,  that  the  Convention  would  meet  next  in 
their  city. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stewart  it  was  resolved  that  when  this 
Convention  finally  adjourns  it  will  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  adjourn  to  meet  as  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  Boston,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  [24th]  of  August,  1853. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  A.  M 
to-morrow. 

Fourth  Sitting— October  8th,  1850,  9  o'clock,  A,  M. 

President  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  business  Committee  proposed  the  following  addition  to  the 
fourth  section  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  read. 

"  Section  IV.  article  3d.  Immediately  after  the  temporary  organi- 
zation of  the  Association,  the  roll  shall  be  called,  when  a  com- 
mittee on  credentials  shall  be  appointed  from  the  members  present, 
to  whom  the  certificates  of  delegates  shall  be  submitted,    and  who 
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shall  examine  the  claims  of  all  other  applicants  for   membership 
before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Association." 

It  was  adopted — 

They  also  proposed  the  following  addition  to  Section  2d. 

"  Every  local  pharmaceutical  association  shall  be  entitled  to  send 
five  delegates." 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  limiting  the  number 
at  all,  or  if  so,  of  making  it  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  members, 
it  was  adopted  as  proposed. 

The  preamble  of  .the  Constitution  was  then  taken  up  and  after 
a  mere  verbal  alteration  was  adopted  and  the  Constituiion  thus 
completed. 

Mr.  Edward  Parrish  of  Philadelphia  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution and  queries  which  were  read,  and,  after  some  verbal 
amendment,  were  adopted,  viz  : 

<«  Resolved  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  ob- 
tain, through  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmaceu- 
tical associations,  previous  to  our  next  annual  meeting,  answers 
to  the  following  questions  as  far  as  expedient. 

<•  1st,  How  many  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  are  there  in 
each  of  the  principal  Cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States? 

"2d,  What  organizations  exist  in  the  several  States,  and 
what  is  the  number  of  their  members  as  compared  with  the 
number  of  druggists  and  apothecaries  in  the  localities  which 
they  include? 

"  3d,  How  far  is  the  business  of  dispensing  medicines  sepa- 
rated from  the  office  of  prescribing  ? 

"  4th,  Have  you  any  information  in  regard  to  the  practice  of 
our  art,  and  the  professional  character  of  its  practitioners,  in  dif- 
ferent localities,  likely  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  Association  in 
promoting  the  objects  it  has  in  view  ? 

"  5th,  Are  there  any  State  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  profession  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  suppressing  of  Em- 
pyricism,  or  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  poisons? 

Mr.  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to 
the  President  and  Secretary,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they 
have  performed  the  duties  of  their  offices,  and  also  to  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  hospitality  extended  towards 
us." 
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On  motion  of  -Mr.  Parrish  it  was  voted,  that  the  oflScers  of 
this  Convention,  not  specially  elected  under  the  Constitution,  be 
considered  the  officers  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association 
until  the  election  at  the  meeting  of  next  year — when  the  Con- 
vention finally  adjourned. 

George  D.  Coggeshall, 

Recording  Sceretary, 


APPENDIX. 
A. 

CONSTITUTION   OF   THE   AMERICAN   PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas,  The  advancement  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge  and  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  professional  character  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  throughout 
the  United  States  are  objects  that  are  dear  to  us  in  common  with  all  well 
disposed  pharmaceutists ;  and  whereas  a  large  portion  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  practice  of  pharmacy  now  exists,  are  not  properly  qualified  for 
the  responsible  offices  it  involves,  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  many  difficulties 
that  impede  the  acquirement  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  business  ; — 

Therefore,  We  the  members  of  a  Convention  now  met  at  Philadelphia, 
composed  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  from  different  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  from  all  the  Colleges  and  Societies  therein  existing,  with  the  object  of 
deliberating  on  the  condition  of  our  profession,  do  hereby  resolve  and  con- 
stitute ourselves  into  a  permanent  association,  to  meet  annually  at  such, 
times  and  places  as  may  hereafter  be  determined,  for  more  effectually 
accomplishing  the  objects  for  which  we  are  now  assembled;  and  do  now 
adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 
Section  I. 

This  association  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion.'^ 

Section  II.     Of  the  Members. 

Article  I.  All  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  whose  character,  morally  and  professionally, 
is  fair,  and  who,  after  duly  considering  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution 
and  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Association  are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them, 
shall  be  eligible  for  membership. 

Article  II.  The  members  shall  consist  of  delegates  from  regularly  con- 
stituted Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  who  shall  pre- 
sent properly  authorized  credentials,  and  of  other  reputable  Pharmaceutists 
feeling  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association,  who  may  not  be  so  dele- 
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gated,  the  latter  being  required  to  present  a  certificate  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  from  the  places  whence  they  come.  If  no  such  delegates 
are  present  at  the  Association,  they  may  on  obtaining  the  certificates  of  any 
three  members  of  the  Association  be  admitted,  provided  they  be  introduced 
by  the  committee  on  credentials. 

Article  III.  All  persons  who  become  members  of  this  Association  shall 
be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may  be  expelled  for  improper 
conduct  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  annual 
meeting. 

Article  IV.  Every  member  in  attendance  at  the  annual  meetings  shall 
pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly 
contribution. 

Article  V.  Every  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
five  delegates. 

Section  III.     Of  the  Officers. 

The  ofiBcers  of  this  association  shall  be  a  President,  three  Vice  Presi] 
dents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and 
an  Executive  Committee  of  three,  which  may  include  any  of  the  members 
except  the  President,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually. 

Article  I.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  and  preserve 
order.  He  shall  nominate  all  committees,  except  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  direct  a  resort  to  balloting  or  other  means.  He  shall  sign  all  cer- 
tificates  of  membership,  approve  of  all  foreign  correspondence,  and  counter- 
sign all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee.-  And 
he  shall  at  least  three  months  previously  to  the  annual  meeting  publish  a 
call  in  all  the  pharmaceutical  and  in  such  medical  and  other  Journals  as 
he  may  select,  stating  therein  the  objects  of  the  Association,  and  the  condi. 
tions  of  membership. 

Article  II.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence,  or  inability  of  the 
President,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

Article  III.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  and  correct 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association.  He  shall  keep  a  roll  book 
of  the  members,  and  see  that  it  is  corrected  annually,  and  he  shall  furnish 
to  the  Executive  Committee  a  correct  transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the 
meetings  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

Article  IV.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  atten  d  to  the  official 
correspondence  directed  by  the  association  with  other  bodies,  or  with  its 
members,  all  of  which  correspondence  shall  be  approved  by  the  President. 

Article  V.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  care  of  the  funds  of 
the  association ;  shall  pay  its  money  only  on  the  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  countersigned  by  the  President ;  and  shall  present  a  statement 
of  his  accounts  annually  that  they  may  be  audited. 

Article  VI.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  take  charge  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  including  such  papers  on  scien- 
tific subjects  as  it  may  direct  to  be  published  ;  attend  to  their  distribution  ; 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  ^n  behalf  of  the  Association  at  its  meetings  or  in 
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the   interim,   and  report   a  statement  of  their  transactions   to  the   next 
meeting. 

Section  IV.      Of  the  Meetings. 

Article  I.  The  meetings  shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  shall  be  determined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  previous  meeting,  observ- 
ing that  no  two  meetings  shall  be  held  consecutively  at  the  same  place. 

Article  II.  The  meetings  shall  be  organized  by  the  President  of  the 
previous  year,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents  in  the 
order  of  their  election,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  act  "pro  tempore  until  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers  for  the 
session. 

Article  III.  Immediately  after  the  temporary  organization  of  the  Asso- 
ciation the  roil  shall  be  called,  when  a  committee  on  credentials  shall  be 
appointed  from  the  members  present,  to  whom  the  certificates  of  delegates 
shall  be  submitted,  and  who  shall  examine  the  claims  of  all  other  applicants 
for  membership  before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Association. 

Section  V. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  and  notice  to  alter  or 
amend  the  same  shall  be  given  at  least  one  sitting  before  a  vote  there- 
upon. 


B. 


CODE   OF   ETHICS    OF     THE   AMERICAN   PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  composed  of  Pharmaceutists 
and  Druggists  throughout  the  United  States,  feeling  a  strong  interest  in 
the  success  and  advancement  of  their  profession  in  its  practical  and  scien- 
tific relations,  and  also  impressed  with  the  belief  that  no  amount  of  know- 
ledge and  skill  will  protect  themselves  and  the  public  from  the  ill  efiects 
of  an  undue  competition,  and  the  temptations  to  gain  at  the  expense  of 
quality,  unless  they  are  upheld  by  high  moral  obligations  in  the  path  of 
duty,  have  subscribed  to  the  following  Code  of  Ethics  for  the  government 
of  their  professional  conduct. 

Art.  I.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  can  only  become  uniform  by  an 
open  and  candid  intercourse  being  kept  up  between  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gists among  themselves  and  each  other,  by  the  adoption  of  the  National 
Pharmacopoeia  as  a  guide  in  the  preparation  of  officinal  medicines,  by  the 
discontinuance  of  secret  formulae  and  the  practices  arising  from  a  quackish 
spirit,  and  by  an  encouragement  of  that  esprit  dii  coips  which  will  prevent 
a  resort  to  those  disreputable  practices  arising  out  of  an  injurious  and 
wicked  competition; — Therefore,  the  members  of  this  Association  agree  to 
uphold  the  use  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  their  practice ;  to  cultivate  brotherly 
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feeling  among  the  members,  and  to  discountenance  quackery  and  dishonor- 
able competition  in  their  business. 

Art.  II.  As  labor  should  have  its  just  reward,  and  as  the  skill  know- 
ledge and  responsibility  required  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  are  great, 
the  remuneration  of  the  pharmaceutist's  services  should  be  proportioned 
to  these,  rather  than  to  the  market  value  of  the  preparations  vended. 
The  rate  of  charges  will  necessarily  vary  with  geographical  position, 
municipal  location,  and  other  circumstances  of  a  permanent  character, 
but  a  resort  to  intentional  and  unnecessary  reduction  in  the  rate  of  charges 
among  apothecaries,  with  a  view  to  gaining  at  the  expense  of  their  brethren, 
is  strongly  discountenanced  by  this  Association  as  productive  of  evil 
results. 

Art.  III.  The  first  duty  of  the  apothecary,  after  duly  preparing  him- 
self for  his  profession,  being  to  procure  good  drugs  and  preparations, 
(for  without  these  his  skill  and  knowledge  are  of  small  avail,)  he  fre- 
quently has  to  rely  on  the  good  faith  of  the  druggist  for  their  selection. 
Those  druggists  whose  knowledge,  skill  and  integrity  enable  them  to  con- 
duct their  business  faithfully,  should  be  encouraged,  rather  than  those 
who  base  their  claims  of  patronage  on  the  cheapness  of  their  articles 
solely.  When  accidentally  or  otherwise,  a  deteriorated,  or  adulterated  drug 
or  medicine  is  sent  to  the  apothecary,  he  should  invariably  return  it  to  the 
druggist,  with  a  statement  of  its  defects.  What  is  too  frequently  considered 
as  a  mere  error  of  trade  on  the  part  of  the  druggist,  becomes  a  liigldy 
culpable  act  when  countenanced  by  the  apothecary ;  hence,  when  repeti- 
tions of  such  frauds  occur,  they  should  be  exposed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
profession.  A  careful  but  firm  pursuit  of  this  course  would  render  well- 
disposed  druggists  more  careful,  and  deter  the  fraudulently  inclined  from 
a  resort  to  their  disreputable  practices. 

Art.  IV.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  quite  distinct  from  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  has  been  found  to  flourish  in  proportion  as  its  prac- 
titioners have  confined  their  attention  to  its  requirements ;  and  as  the 
conduction  of  the  business  of  both  professions  by  the  same  individual  in- 
volves pecuniary  temptations  which  are  often  not  compatible  with  a  con- 
scientious discharge  of  duty;  we  consider  that  the  members  of  this  Asso- 
ciation should  discountenance  all  such  professional  amalgamation ;  and  in 
conducting  business  at  the  counter,  should  avoid  prescribing  for  diseases 
when  practicable,  referring  applicants  for  medical  advice  to  the  physician. 
We  hold  it  as  unprofessional  and  highly  reprehensible  for  apothecaries  to 
allow  any  per  centage  or  commission  to  physicians  on  their  prescriptions, 
as  unjust  to  the  public,  and  hurtful  to  the  independence  and  self-respect 
of  both  the  parties  concerned.  We  also  consider  that  the  practice  of 
some  physicians,  (in  places  where  good  apothecaries  are  numerous)  of  ob- 
taining medicines  at  low  prices  from  the  latter,  and  selling  them  to  their 
patients,  is  not  only  unjust  and  unprofessional,  but  deserving  the  cen- 
sure of  all  high  minded  medical  men. 

Art.  Y.  The  important  influence  exerted  on  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
by  the  large  proportion  of  physicians  who  have  resigned  its  duties  and 
emoluments  to  the  apothecary,   are  reasons  why  he  should  seek  their 
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favorable  opinion  and  cultivate  their  friendship,  by  earnest  endeavors 
to  furnish  their  patients  with  pure  and  well-prepared  medicines.  As 
physicians  are  liable  to  commit  errors  in  writing  their  prescriptions, 
involving  serious  consequence  to  health  and  reputation  if  permitted  to 
leave  the  shop,  the  apothecary  should  always,  when  he  deems  an  error  has 
been  made,  consult  the  physician  before  proceeding  ;  yet  in  the  delay 
which  must  necessarily  occur,  it  his  duty,  when  possible,  to  accomplish  the 
interview  without  compromising  the  reputation  of  the  physician.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  apothecaries  commit  errors  involving  ill  consoquences, 
the  physician  knowing  the  constant  liability  to  error,  should  feel  bound  to 
screen  them  from  undue  censure,  unless  the  result  of  a  culpable  ne- 
gligence. 

Art.  VI.  As  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  predecessors  for  the  re- 
searches and  observations  which  have  so  far  advanced  our  scientific  art, 
we  hold  that  every  apothecary  and  druggist  is  bound  to  contribute  his  mite 
towards  the  same  fund,  by  noting  the  new  ideas  and  phenomena  which  may 
^  occur  in  the  course  of  his  business,  and  publishing  them,  when  of  sufficient 
consequence,  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 


c. 

New  York,  September  25,  1852. 
Mr.  George  D.  CoGGKsHALii. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  kind  and  courteous  favor  of  the  16th  instant,  on  be- 
half  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 
asking  <'  information  respecting  the  character  of  imported  drugs  and  medi- 
cines coming  under  my  supervision  ;  and  also,  information  in  reference  to 
the  general  working  and  effect  of  the  drug  law  of  1848,"  has  been  before 
me  for  several  days,  waiting  such  response,  in  the  shape  of  a  full  and 
lengthy  communication  in  detail,  as  it  was  my  wish  to  furnish  ;  but  pressing 
and  increasing  official  duties  compel  me,  from  want  of  time  (not  material,) 
to  forego  that  pleasure  and  confine  myself  to  a  brief  statement  of  facts  and 
data,  which,  together  with  some  general  observations,  I  am  in  hopes  may 
nevertheless,  be  found  interesting  to  your  readers. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  wise  sanitary  measure,  in 
the  success  of  which,  we  have  all  taken  so  much  interest,  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  the  character  and  quality  of  the  more  important  articles  of  drugs, 
medicines  and  chemical  preparations,  connected  with  medicine  at  present 
presented  for  entry  from  abroad,  is  greatly  improved,  and  of  a  far  higher 
standard  of  strength  and  purity  than  formerly  ;  notwithstanding,  as  will  be 
seen,  I  still  have  occasion  to  apply  the  *'  veto  power" — a  labor  of  love, 
which  must,  of  necessity,  be  performed  in  order  to  arrest  the  unhallowed 
strides  of  deception  and  fraud  which  will  ever  be  practised,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  as  long  as  we  have  those  among  us,  engaged  in  any  department 
of  the  drug  trade,  who,  to  put  money  in  their  purse,  would  endanger  if  not 
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sacrifice  the  lives  of  their  fellow  men.     The  law  in  question  has  now  been 
m  operation  at  this  port  something  more  than  four  years;  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  eleven  months,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  its  admin- 
istration have  devolved  upon  me.     On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1849,  I  made 
a  report  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  practical  operation 
of  this  law,  and  stated  therein  the  more  important  articles  of  drugs   and 
medicines,  with  the  quantities  annexed,  rejected  by  me  up  to  that  date ;  but 
as  that  report  is   doubtless  familiar  to  most  of  your   readers,   I   have   not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  repeat  them  here.     The  following  are  the  more  im- 
portant articles,  with  the  quantities  annexed,  that  I  have  since  rejected  and 
condemned  as  not  of  the  requisite  strength  and  purity  to  be  safely  and  pro- 
perly used  for  medicinal  purposes,  viz 
Senna, 
Jalap  root 
Rhubarb  do. 
Sarsaparilla, 
Mezereon  bark, 
Opium, 
Kino, 

Scammony, 
Aloes, 
Squills, 

Spurious  Peruvian  bark 
Spanish  Saffron,     . 
Ergot, 

Chamomile  flowers, 
AssafoBtida, 
Worm  seed, 
Colchicum  seed,     . 
Valerian  root, 
Guaiacum, 
Cream  of  Tartar, 
Magnesia,  (carb.) 
"■        (calc'd.) 
Allhea  root, 
Liquorice  root, 
Bistort  root, 
Gentian^root, 

Do.     do.    in  powder. 
Lavender  flowers, 
Poppy  flowers, 
Hellebore  root  (white,) 
Pareira  Brava  root, 
Cantharides, 
Creosote, 
Bromine, 

Sulphate  of  Quinine, 
Iodine, 
Hydriodate  of  Potass, 


31,838  lbs. 

37,121  " 

5,782  " 

65,374  '' 

1,3&3  '' 

3,164  " 

230  '^ 

1,483  '' 

12,375  " 

1.626  " 

304,135  " 

360  '^ 

475  "^ 

1,896  '' 

3,700  '^ 

230  '• 

2,246  '' 

650  lbs. 

9,300  ^' 

7,673  '' 

2,867  " 

1,560  '' 

1,117  " 

9,430  " 

140  " 

7,572  " 

430  " 

3,042  " 

190  " 

460  " 

730  " 

1,276  " 

140  ozs. 

430  ^<- 

3,200  " 

6,864  " 

3,720  " 

28  APPENDIX. 

Making  altogether  some  five  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  say 
nothing  of  various  articles  in  small  quantities  rejected  from  time  to  time, 
which  I  have  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  note  down.  This, 
together  with  the  ninety  thousand  pounds  previously  rejected,  as  stated  in 
an  early  report  above  alluded  to,  makes  some  six  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
pounds  of  various  articles  of  drugs  and  medicines  condemned  by  me  as 
unfit  for  medicinal  purposes  since  the  law  took  effect  at  this  port.  What 
articles  and  in  what  quantities,  were  rejected  during  the  eleven  months 
that  I  was  absent  from  the  office,  I  am  not  advised,  neither  am  I  at  this 
time  able  to  say  what  has  been  done  under  the  requirements  of  this  act 
at  the  other  ports  of  entry.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  special  examiners 
can  give  a  good  account  of  their  stewardship,  and  that  they  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  do  so,  whenever  the  information  is  desirable  as_a  means  of  pushing 
on  the  column  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  reform. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  statement,  that  by  far  the  largest  quantity 
of  any  one  article  rejected,  is  that  of  spurious  Peruvian  bark,  or,  as  it  is 
generally  known  in  commerce,  Carthagena  and  Maracaibo  bark:  and  that, 
too,  as  a  general  thing,  of  the  poorest  and  most  worthless  quality.  The 
best  of  this  bark  aff'ords  on  analysis  only  an  exceedingly  small  percentage 
of  quinine,  not  unfrequently  but  a  mere  trace ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
yields  as  high  as  two,  and  occasionally  with  choice  samples,  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  of  Vi  peculiar  alkaloid  which  has  been  named  quinidine,  in  contra- 
distinction to  quinine,  cinchonine,  and  aricine,  (the  three  alkaloids  hereto- 
fore obtained  from  the  different  varieties  of  the  cinchona  tribe  of  plants,) 
from  which  it  differs  essentially  in  several  respects. 

What  is  quinidine  medicinally  understood  f  IIow  does  sidpJiate  of  quini- 
dine  compare  with  sulphate  of  quinine  (from  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
distinguish  it  by  the  naked  eye,  medicinally,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  cases 
where  the  use  of  the  latter  salt  is  particularly  indicated  ?  These  are  im- 
portant questions,  and  the  subject  is  one  very  properly  at  the  present  time 
calling  for  prompt,  patient,  and  persevering  investigation  by  all  those  whose 
mission  it  is  to  prepare,  dispense  or  prescribe  the  most  efficient  means 
wherewith  to  combat  disease ;  the  more  so  for  the  reason,  that  I  have  de- 
tected in  most  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  lately  imported  from  abroad,  more 
or  less  of  this  non-officinal,  and,  ("in  my  opinion)  as  compared  with  quinine, 
non-efficient  substance  yclept  quinidine  ;  a  fact  readily  accounted  for,  when 
it  is  known  that  for  the  last  year  or  two  immense  quantities  of  the  bark 
in  question,  good,  bad  and  indiff'erent,  have  been  exported  from  New  Grenada, 
(as  well  as  much  from  this  port  that  has  been  rejected,)  and  purchased  by 
foreign  manufacturing  chemists,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, of  mixing  it  with  the  true  bark  in  the  manufacture  of  the  sulphate  of 
quinine  ;  hence  the  hybrid  salt  now  too  frequently  presented  to  entry ;  a 
practice  that,  if  not  speedily  abandoned,  will  ruin,  as  far  as  this  country  is 
concerned,  the  formerly  well  deserved  reputation  of  more  than  one  of  the 
foreign  manufactures  of  sulphate  of  quinia  I  could  name.  The  argument 
maintained  by  some  of  them  that  the  article  is  used  in  their  hospitals  and 
found  equal  to  pure  quinine,  will  not  answer  on  this  side  of  the  water ;   it 
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smacks  too  much  of  the  almighty  dollar,  even  as  I  must  believe  (until  fur- 
ther advised)  at  the  expense  of  truth. 

This  comparatively  inert  substance,  quinidino,  is  readily  detected  by 
using  the  method  adopted  by  Zimmer,  and  published  in  the  March  number 
of  the  PharraaceuticalJournal,  (London,)  and,  as  I  was  happy  to  see,  trans- 
ferred to  the  May  number  of  your  valuable  Journal.  It  is  a  test  so  perfect, 
so  scientifically  practical^  and  so  simple  v^ithal,  that  any  one  possessing  only 
a  moderate  share  of  chemical  and  analytical  acumen  can  successfully  apply 
it,  even  though  perchance  he  may  not  be  able  to  boast  of  vrearing  the 
mantle  of  the  departed  Berzelius,  or  of  having  been  a  favorite  pupil  of 
Liebig. 

The  law  went  into  operation  at  this  port  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1848, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  a  cause  of  gratulation  on  the  part  of  the 
early  friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  importation  of  inferior  and  worthless 
qualities  of  many  important  drugs  and  medicines,  has  since  gradually  and 
greatly  decreased  in  quantity.  For  instance,  I  rejected  during  the  first 
seven  months  of  the  working  of  the  law  19,989  pounds  of  Rhubarb  root; 
but  I  have  since  rejected  only  5,782  pounds,  being  but  a  fraction  over  one- 
third  of  the  quantity.  For  the  past  eighteen  months,  I  have  not  had  occa- 
sion to  reject  a  single  pound.  I  rejected  during  the  first  nine  months  3,347 
pounds  of  opium  ;  but  have  since,  during  a  period  of  more  than  two  years 
and  a  half  of  my  administration  of  the  law,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  above 
statement,  rejected  only  3,1G4  pounds.  For  the  past  thirteen  months  I 
have  rejected  only  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds,  while  I  have  passed 
during  that  period  not  less  than  70,000  pounds.  During  the  first  two 
months  of  the  operation  of  the  law,  I  rejected  1,414  pounds  of  gamboge, 
but  have  since  met  with  that  only  which  I  was  ready  to  pass  without  any 
hesitation.  During  the  first  nine  months  I  rejected  2,977  pounds  of  gum 
myrrh,  but  all  that  has  since  been  presented  to  entry  at  this  port,  I  have 
found  satisfactory.  Thus  might  I  continue,  but  time  and  space  will  not 
permit.  Enough  I  opine,  has  been  said  and  shown  to  satisfy  even  the  most 
prejudiced  and  sceptical  opponent  of  this  wise  measure,  that  if  faithfully 
and  judiciously  administered  and  seconded  with  becoming  zeal  and  lionesty 
of  purpose  h^j  the  medical  profession,  the  pharmaceutist  and  dispensing  apo- 
thecarij,  it  is  calculated  and  destined  to  efiect  most  beneficial  and  lasting  sani- 
tary reforms  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  vast  and  glorious 
land.  In  a  word,  the  law  has  operated  thus  far  remarkably  well,  consider- 
ing the  hasty  manner  in  which  it  was  framed  and  passed  through  Con- 
gress. It  is,  in  some  respects  imperfect,  as  must  ever  be  the  case  with  all  new 
measures  of  legislation  until  their  utility  is  tested  by  practical  operation ; 
but  these  imperfections  were,  some  time  since,  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  with  his  accustomed  promptitude  soon 
after  instructed  me  to  report  to  the  Department  such  modifications  and 
suggestions  as  my  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  law  should  dic- 
tate as  most  desirable,  practicable  and  judicious ;  and,  notwithstanding  this 
important  and  responsible  trust  has  necessarily  been  made  the  subject  of 
the  few  occasional  leisure  moments  I  could  fro^  time  to  time  command, 
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apart  from  other  official  duties,  it  is  nearly  completed,  and,  in  a  manner 
too,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  will  render  the  lavr,  when  amended  as 
proposed,  satisfactory  to  all  honorable  dealers,  importers,  owners,  and  con- 
signees, and,  at  the  same  time,  do  away  with  the  not  unreasonable 
objections  entertained  by  our  marine  insurance  companies ;  while  its 
efficiency,  instead  of  being  in  any  manner  impaired  by  the  amend- 
ments, will  be  more  perfectly  guarded  and  essentially  strengthened. 
The  particulars  and  details  connected  with  this  duty  I  must  defer 
to  another  time ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  before  closing  this  commu- 
nication to  say,  that  to  the  present  able  and  distinguished  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  is  due  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  from  all  true  friends  of  this  important  measure,  not  easily  can- 
celled. Soon  after  he  was  called  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibilities 
of  one  of  the  most  important,  and  by  far  the  most  arduous  offices  under  the 
general  government,  the  downward  and  fatal  tendency  of  a  maladministra- 
tion of  the  law  was  brought  to  his  notice-  when,  rising  a^owe  all  minor 
considerations,  he  rescued  it  from  impending  danger,  and  placed  it  upon 
what  he  deemed  a  safe  basis ;  and  has  since,  on  all  occasions,  lent  a  willing 
ear  to  every  suggestion  calculated  to  render  it  more  perfect,  to  add  to  its 
efficiency,  or  perpetuate  its  usefulness.  A  noble  example  truly,  and  one 
well  worthy  of  the  man. 

To  conclude,  I  beg  to  say,  that  although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  belonging 
to  any  Pharmaceutical  Association,  I  nevertheless  take  great  interest  in 
everything  calculated  to  advance  the  good  cause  and  noble  calling  in  which 
you  have  so  long  been  engaged  ;  and,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when 
every  city  and  town  of  importance  throughout  this  wide  extended -country, 
will  be  favored  with  an  organization  of  the  kind,  radiating  from  a  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  as  a  common  center.  It  would  be  of  vast 
benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  eminently  useful  to  the  medical 
profession  ;  for  as  all  must  admit,  it  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
success  of  the  physician,  that  his  remedial  agents  are  properly  prepared  by 
a  well-bred  and  perfectly  educated  chemist  and  pharmaceutist ;  and,  I  may 
add  my  conviction,  that  medical  and  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  a  part  of 
/nodical  education  that  has  thus  far  been  most  unpardonably  neglected, 
should  be  universally  and  efficiently  taught  in  our  Schools  of  Medicine. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obd't.  servH., 

M.  J.  Bailey,  M.  D., 
Special  Examiner  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemical  Medicinal  Preparations,  &c. 


D. 

Boston,  January  ls,t  1852. 

S.  M.  CoLCORD,  Esq, 

Dear  Sir — On  the  2d  of  August,  1848, 1  was  appointed  "Special  Examiner" 
of  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c.,  for  the  Port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown ;  which  of- 
fice I  held  two  years. 
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Commencing  my  official  career  with  the  Law,  as  was  to  be  expected  I  met 
the  storm  of  opposition  that  was  raised  against  it  from  certain  quarters, 
and  my  position  and  that  of  the  other  "  Examiners  '^  was  an  embarrassing 
one.  For  our  ground  work  of  action  we  had  the  Law,  it  is  true,  but  the 
Law  was  deficient  in  many  points.  It  was  necessar;y,  in  the  first  place,  to 
fix  the  standard  for  good  and  for  bad  articles  intended  for  medicine.  In  the 
next  place  it  required  a  careful  chemical  examination  of  many  important 
medicinal  preparations.     For  this  the  government  had  made  no  provision. 

The  "  Examiners"  are  required  to  express  their  "  opinion  '^  merely  as  to 
the  value  of  "  Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemicals,  &c.,"  imported  into  the  U.  S. 
A  government  official  should  have  a  care  that  a  too  hasty  or  ill  considered 
«<  opinion'^  is  not  expressed,  when  that  opinion  will  tend  to  injure  an  hon- 
est and  enterprising  importer ;  and  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  opinion  it 
was  necessary  that  the  "  Examiner  "  should  chemically  examine  many  ar- 
ticles. 

Requisitions  were  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  certain 
Books  and  Chemical  apparatus ;  but  as  no  appropriation  had  been  made 
for  that  purpose,  they  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  Department,  and  each 
"Examiner"  supplied  himself  with  such  means  of  arriving  at  just  results 
as  was  most  convenient,  and  that  his  small  salary  admitted  of. 

This  should  be  remedied,  and  Congress  should  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  such  Chemical  apparatus  and  Books,  as  are  required  by 
the  "  Special  Examiners"  at  the  various  ports. 

At  many  of  our  large  dyeing  establishments  eminent  chemists  are  em- 
ployed to  examine  all  articles  used  by  them  in  dyeing. 

At  one  of  these  establishments  a  distinguished  chemist  is  employed  at  an 
annual  expense  of  three  thousand  dollars,  is  furnished  with  a  sepa- 
rate building  for  a  Laboratory,  with  every  convenience  for  chemical  analy- 
sis, assistants,  &c.  If  there  are  sufficient  reasons  why  articles  imported  and 
used  for  dyes  should  be  thus  carefully  subjected  to  chemical  analysis,  how 
much  more  need  that  the  community  at  large  through  the  government 
should  supply  the  "  Special  Examiners"  of  the  articles  imported  for  medi- 
cinal preparation  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  chemical  analysis. 

You  have  askedme,sir,  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  suppressing 
the  importation  and  sale  of  spurious  and  deteriorated  Drugs,  Medicines^ 
Chemicals,  «fcc.  I  will  reply  in  the  words  of  our  "  citymarshall,^'  who,  when 
called  upon  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  best  mods 
of  stopping  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  replied,  ''execute  the  Law." 

See  that  the  Law  is  executed  in  every  port  in  the  country.  In  Massachu 
setts,  see  thatthe  Laws  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  executed,  and  in  other 
States  that  have  no  laws  upon  this  subject,  see  to  it  that  proper  ones  are 
passed,  and  not  only  passed  but  enforced. 

In  my  opinion  there  should  be  a  head  to  this  matter  which  should  regu- 
late and  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  whole  subject ;  this  could  undoubt- 
edly be  done  through  the  Treasury  department ;  but  there  are  many  too  tri- 
fling  matters  of  detail  that  are  essential  to  an  equal  and  just  working  of 
the  Law,  that  cannot,  owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  business  constantly 
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pressing  upon  that  department,  come  to  the  notice  and  imediate   attention 
of  the  Secretary. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  powers  delegated  to  the  four  general  Ap- 
praisers of  merchandise  as  appraisers,  be  delegated  to  the  <'  Special  Exami- 
ner" at  New  York  as  a  general  "  Examiner,"  and  that  he  be  requested  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government  once  in  six  months  to  visit  the  principal 
ports  of  the  country  and  examine  the  books  in  the  Custom  Houses,  and  col- 
lect all  facts  bearing  upon  this  subject;  also  to  issue  such  instructions  as 
may  be  necessary  to  systematize  and  perfect  the  working  of  the  Law,  and 
also  to  create  concert  of  action  between  the  several  "Examiners,"  and  that 
this  general  "Examiner"  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
result  of  his  labors  at  such  time  as  the  Secretary  may  direct. 

Any  suggestions  made  by  Dr.  Bailey  [Special  Examiner  at  New  York] 
should  have  great  weight  in  the  minds  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  success 
of  this  matter,  for  he  has  given  the  subject  much  attention  and  thought, 
has  had  great  experience  in  the  matter,  and  is  every  way  competent  to 
advise.  To  sum  up  these  suggestions,  and  without  troubling  you  with  a  long 
report  upon  matters  that  will  be  brought  before  you  by  those  more  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  execution  of  this  Law,  I  would  say: 

1st.  Furnish  the  "  Examiners  "  with  necessary  Books  and  Chemical  ap- 
paratus. 

2d.  To  appoint  a  general  "Examiner"  to  promote  a  concert  of  action  at 
all  the  ports. 

3d.  Consider  well  and  favorably  the  alterations  and   amendments  asked 
for  by  the  Examiner  at  New  York ;  believing  him  to  be  the  person  most. 
competent  to  advise  upon  the  subject. 

4th.  When  all  is  well  arranged,  see  that  the  Law  is  executed  ;  believing 
that  this  Law  is  required  by  us  all,  by  the  medical  profession.  Druggists 
and  Apothecaries  in  particular,  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  rest  here,  but,  put- 
ting our  hands  to  the  work,  stop  the  sale  of  spurious  articles  of  medicine  of 
home  production. 

Very  Respectfully,  your  obdient  servant, 

Edward  Hamilton. 

List  of  articles  stopped  by  me  while  U.  S.  Special  Examiner  of  Drugs  for 
the  Port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown. 


1536  lbs 

.  Opium. 

218  lbs 

.  Opium. 

1129   " 

Valerian  Root. 

189  " 

Gum  Gamboge 

373   " 

Scammony. 

1200  " 

Peruvian  Bark 

271   " 

Senna. 

436   " 

Scammony. 

419   " 

Egyptian  Opium. 

1263   " 

Opium. 

379  " 

Scammony. 

370   " 

Scammony. 

197   " 

do. 

710   " 

Valerian  Root. 

1710  " 

Opium. 

406  « 

Opium. 

900  „ 

Senna. 

844  " 

do. 

